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“complex rhythms and well-constructed melody lines . . . with unexpected harmonic twists . and [a] flair for meaningful lyrics” 

-Northeast Performer, Feb. ’03, Live Review  

“Her charming Marathi verses transport you to distant lands and a bygone era”

-Lokvani, Jan ’04, CD Review

Singer/songwriter Manisha Shahane is touring three cities that have contributed to one of the songs on her recently released debut album Peace in Progress.  In the song "Willows", she refers to the willow trees by a creek running through an apartment complex in which she lived as a young girl in Roanoke, VA, the Rotunda at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, VA, and the cherry blossom trees by the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, DC, where she lived initially after college.

On Friday, March 26th, she will kick off the going-back-in-time tour with a lunchtime solo set in the Newcomb Hall Main Lounge, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, (434) 924-3601, Noon to 1:00pm.*  After lunch, she will head up to DC to perform at Ellington's on Eighth, 424A 8th Street, SE, (202) 546-8308, from 8:00pm to 8:45pm.

Then, on Saturday, March 27th, she will appear at Montano’s International Gourmet, 3733 Franklin Road, Roanoke (Townside Festival Mall), (540) 344 8960.  From 7:00 to 7:45pm, enjoy drinks and appetizers during her final "short, but sweet" solo set of the tour.  Make reservations for dinner, too, so that you can experience her vocal renditions of jazz, blues, and pop standards from 8:15 to 11:00pm, during which she will be accompanied by Jimmy Lax (drums) and Flip Shoemaker (guitar), both of whom are based in the Roanoke area.

Born in Martinsville, VA, an hour’s drive south of Roanoke, Manisha is a graduate of the Fieldale-Collinsville High School and the University of Virginia, where she studied economics and foreign affairs, and sang with the all-female a cappella group, the Virginia Belles.  She subsequently obtained advanced degrees from the Tuck School of Business (Dartmouth College) and the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy (Tufts University) and has remained in New England since.  She currently resides in Boston, MA.

During her high school years in Henry County, Manisha studied classical piano with Mrs. Claudia Switzer-Deans.  Her high school choral director, Dyna McGriff, was also very supportive of her musical development.  As she was growing up, her parents performed at various Indian community events at which they encouraged Manisha to sing, as well.  

Manisha's original songs are rooted in folk, jazz, and Indian traditions.  During this solo tour, she will accompany herself on piano and guitar.  CDs will be available for sale at $11 each.*  To learn more about Manisha’s debut album and upcoming performances, please visit www.manishamusic.com.

*CD Sales are not permitted in Newcomb Hall. CDs will be available for sale following the performance at 30 East Lawn.
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